Abstract -The use of animals in research, teaching, and testing is regulated around the world by specific laws. Since regulatory processes are highly variable, a broad variability in the care and use of animals in scientific procedures exists internationally, as well as in the region of Southeast Europe. It is necessary to initiate an effort to promote the harmo nization and improvement of laboratory animal science world-wide. The aim of this article is to explain the structure, organization, and aims of the International Council for Laboratory Animal Science (ICLAS) and to describe the role of this organization in the promotion of care and use of laboratory animals in this region of Europe.
INTRODUCTION
The use of laboratory animals for research, teaching, and testing purposes is regulated in almost all countries by specific laws. This legislation mainly defines administrative and authorization proce dures, as well as minimum requirements for the care and use of laboratory animals. Regulatory proc esses are highly variable, as they are based on cul tural values, public opinion, existing laws and local regulations, or even the religious beliefs existing within a particular country. Additionally (Russell and Burch, 1959 
